The effect of BW775C on respiratory distress in the rat induced by arachidonic acid.
BW775C, an inhibitor of the lipoxygenase and cyclo-oxygenase pathways, inhibits the respiratory distress induced by arachidonic acid in rats. The degree of respiratory distress was measured in terms of respiratory rate using electrodes implanted at each side of the thorax. Indomethacin, an inhibitor of the cyclooxygenase pathway, failed to influence the respiratory distress induced by arachidonic acid. The results implicate the lipoxygenase pathway, i.e. the leukotrienes synthesis inhibition, in the respiratory distress induced by arachidonic acid.